
Question Asked Answer Given 

At some point, please explain why we cannot 
use a poll book just for absentee voters.  And 
any tips you have for the most efficient process 
for absentee ballot processing throughout day. 
Thank you!  

By state law, voter numbers must be issued in a 
sequential order.  If you use a separate poll book, 
you would need to use an additional set of voter 
numbers, which is contrary to state law.   

What is expiration date for photo ID for the 
November election?   

Certain photo IDs may not be expired after the 
last General Election or November 6, 2018. Keep 
in mind that there are different standards for 
different types of photo ID.  Please check the 
manuals or the WEC website. 
  

for provisional ballot – one reason at registration 
and one reason at poll book. Period. Correct? 

Yes, a provisional ballot must be offered if a voter 
is unwilling or unable to provide their WI driver 
license or state issued ID card number (if they 
have been issued one) or their photo ID.   
  

For a college ID, please repeat what may be 
offered for proof of enrollment electronically vs. 
hardcopy? 

A University, College or Tech College student may 
provide their secondary documentation – proof of 
enrollment - electronically.   

If the only thing missing is the witness address, 
may the clerk cure that and provide the witness 
address when known. 

Clerks can use any means available to them to 
supply the missing witness address and should 
initial next to the addition on the certificate 
envelope.   
  

Scenario 6 - can the voter leave the polling place, 
then sign the ballot a second tome with a 
witness outside?  acceptable? 

The witness must see that the ballot was blank to 
begin with as part of the witness process.   

IF THEY CLAIM THEY LOST THEIR BALLOT - AND 
DON'T WANT TO WAIT IN LINE TO VOTE.  CAN 
WE GIVE THEM AN ABSENTEE BALLOT? 

If a voter appears on election day and has not 
returned their absentee ballot, they can vote at 
the polling place.  They do not vote another 
absentee ballot.   
  

What if the Voter comes in and has an out of 
State Driver License?  

Out of state driver licenses may never be used for 
photo ID.    

What if the University ID does not have an 
expiration date? 

Students IDs must have an expiration date no 
longer than two years from the issuance date to 
be considered acceptable photo ID.  If the student 
ID does not have an expiration date, it cannot be 
used as photo ID. 
   

If they do the IDPP process at DOT.  Does this 
cancel their DL in other states? 

We do not know.   



Due to COVID, is using tape to seal the certificate 
acceptable? 

Clerks must use their best judgement.  The best 
practice is to reach out the voter and ask if tape 
was used.  It is very possible that voters are using 
other means to seal their ballots due to COVID.  If 
you cannot get ahold of the voter, you will have to 
decide if it is due to the current health situation or 
the ballot was tampered with.    

If someone claims they never received an 
absentee ballot or sent it in, and there is a 
returned watermark what can the voter do to 
challenge the absentee ballot?   

The over can cast a ballot and the election 
inspectors may challenge their ballot if they think 
the voter already cast a ballot for that election. 

#4  Voter brings in and wants to vote absentee 
and have you sign on Election day? 

Election inspectors may not serve as witnesses.  
The voter should discard the absentee ballot and 
vote at the polls on Election Day.   

What about in person voting?  Can they vote and 
then change their mind the next day and want 
their ballot spoiled? 

Yes, they can if they spoil their absentee ballot by 
the applicable deadline.  The deadline is the end 
of the clerk’s in person absentee voting hours and 
should be made in writing.   
  

If an error is made in the poll book, should the 
incorrect marking be lined through and 
corrected or can white-out be used? (voter 
number, etc.)  

Line through the error and note on the Inspectors’ 
Statement.   

Does the "everyone is entitled to 3 ballots" not 
apply to absentee voters in the instance you 
were just talking about where they want to vote 
differently than what their absentee ballot was 
voted 

It applies to absentee ballots and Election Day 
ballot requested by the voter.  A combined total 
of three ballots.   

Where can we print out the information on the 
screen for others to use? 

It is posted with the webinar access info in Recent 
Clerk Communications. 

If they come in with a signed but not witnessed 
envelope, can they re-sign it and have someone 
witness it? 

The witness is supposed to see that the ballot was 
blank before the voter cast their choices.  If it was 
witnessed, the witness will have to come into the 
polling place to remedy the ballot.    

I do not think the inspectors will be able to tell if 
the person on the ID resembles the person 
standing in front of them with a mask on.  
Should each voter pull their mask down so the 
inspectors can actually see their face? 

In some circumstances it may be appropriate, in 
others it will not. 

If a voter marries and hyphenates her name is, 
she required to complete a voter registration?  

If she wants to re-register under that name.   

Does the school ID need to be from a WI school? Yes. 

If discarding the absentee ballot on election day 
should the inspector discard it for them? 

The inspectors may do so or the voter may do so.   



Allison, did you get a chance to look into Military 
or Overseas absentee envelope missing DOB, can 
the Clerk fill it in after contacting the voter? 

Thanks for the reminder No, clerks cannot add 
this information.     

You really want a shredder at the polling place? Point taken.   

I am trying to find the materials for this webinar, 
but cannot find him on the WEC website 

They are posted with the webinar access 
information in Recent Clerk Communications. 

But the witness is certifying the voter was the 
one who voted the ballot. How does a new 
witness certify that? 

If there was an original witness to the absentee 
ballot, that is the only witness who can remedy or 
fix the missing information on the certification.   

if a voter brings in their absentee ballot, but end 
up getting one in the polling place for any 
reason, do we damage the absentee ballot 
somehow, or keep it? 

The absentee ballot is discarded, either by the 
inspector or the voter.   

When is the name of the absentee voter 
announced?  When you open the envelope, at 
the poll book or both? 

We have received this question lately and are 
working on a response. 

so, they do not need to re-register for 
hyphenated name? 

They will have to reregister, but this is photo ID 
requirements. 

What if the photo ID has expired? Such as an old 
passport? 

Some other form of photo ID will need to be 
presented. 

Can a voter use a Passport if the address is in 
another state? 

There typically is not an address on a passport, 
but yes, it can be used.  The address does not 
have to be current.   

If they are discarding ballot to vote at polls can 
we shred it for them? 

Municipalities should come up with their own 
process.   

Always curious how polling places with 2 or 3 
splits in the poll books handle giving out voter 
numbers. 

They typically have another inspector who hands 
out voter numbers to the inspectors or they have 
a communal stack that they are very careful to 
share.   

If a voter comes to the polls and has an 
"absentee issued" water mark, but has not 
returned the ballot, are we able to ask them to 
return that ballot that is still out there? 

No, they do not have to bring the ballot with 
them.   

Just to confirm. If the absentee ballot has been 
returned and the voter wants to spoil it and vote 
a ballot in person, they cannot. Or can they if the 
absentee ballots have not been run. We have 
been asked this by voters in the last two 
elections. 

An absentee ballot returned cannot be spoiled at 
the polling place, even if it has not been 
processed by the election inspectors.     

Regarding Photo ID...What about the "Valid 
Without Photo licenses? 

Yes, those are acceptable.  They are issued to 
voters  with a religious objection to being 
photographed.   



Should absentee ballots be destroyed rather 
than spoiled and put in the spoiled ballot env. 
and put on incident log? 

They are not spoiled ballots on Election Day.  They 
should be discarded by the voter or the election 
workers.   

 


